We are all trying to improve the health and sanitation for our public. I have been at this work for nearly 50 years. I have hosted thousands of professionals from over 50 countries as they toured our solid waste and wastewater facilities at the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (California, USA). They all share a common complaint, 'Why can't we get our public to appreciate our work and fund it adequately?' The answer is simple. We do not spend enough time and effort to tell them what we do and why we do it. The public does not understand waste management infrastructure and its direct connection to their health because we do not spend the time and money to tell them. Public communication and education on what we do is often considered an unaffordable luxury or completely impossible.
Let us start with the kids. I have found that kids love to tell their parents something new they 'learned at school today'. Kids get asked that question by their folks almost every day. So why don't we educate kids in modern sanitation and its relation to their health and environment. Pollution prevention and resource conservation are not that hard to understand. Simple rules about saving water or energy, reducing waste or recycling and other basics give kids a respect for our work and save parents time and money.
I've been involved for nearly 30 years on an educational programme aimed at just this idea. My associates and I at the nonprofit Think Earth Environmental Education Foundation have developed educational curricula that has impacted over 4 million kids, actually changing their understanding about and behaviours towards the use of natural resources. They also learn how infrastructure works. And they go home and tell their parents. You even end up with kids that want to go into our line of work preserving the planet.
We give this programme away for free. No 'green washing' or hidden agenda allowed, it is all good science-based behaviour. You might have to tweak it to fit your culture, language and local conditions, but we have found that teachers love it and kids find it fun.
My agency, the Sanitation Districts, serves almost 80 cities in multi-cultural Los Angeles County. We have thousands of schools and millions of kids. There is no other way to reach them. One hour a day for a week, done just once a year, has enough impact to change their thinking about their world and its resources.
The following article appeared in the Los Angeles Times and other local newspapers on Earth Day, 22 April 2016. It tells you all you need to know to get started. For the sake of your kids and your public and your resources, read on.
Origin of

THINK EARTH
In 1988, when I was the Public Information Officer for the Sanitation Districts of L.A. County, I met with a curriculum developer and 13 of my colleagues from other environmental agencies and companies in Southern California to discuss creating a comprehensive curriculum for our schools. At that and other meetings, we agreed to:
1. Name our consortium and the new curriculum Think Earth. 2. Contribute $25,000 each to develop and initiate distribution of the curriculum. 3. Create a multi-grade curriculum that encompassed a broad range of environmental topics-energy, water, waste, air quality-so that teachers would need only one multi-topic curriculum instead of several, single-topic programs. 4. Provide Think Earth free to thousands of teachers and millions of students to make a real difference in our environmental future.
In our "early days," the original instructional pre-kindergarten through middle-school units were printed and distributed not only in the U.S. but around the world. In the nearly three decades since that first meeting, nearly seventy thousand teachers have taught 4 million kids to "Think Earth." And those kids have really learned, consistently averaging nearly 90 percent correct on posttests after averaging only guessing levels on unit pretests, as well as using at least 15 percent less energy at home!
Peri Sorenson's first graders show off their practice exercises on saving paper and preventing litter.
In 1992, at a White House Ceremony, we received the President's Environmental and Conservation Challenge Award, at that time the nation's highest environmental honor.
Environmental education in public schools leads to improvements in solid waste management
Editorial Now the Think Earth Curriculum is on the internet. New, updated instructional units can be downloaded and taught by teachers worldwide. More than 1,300 educators registered on our website in the first three months. Think of all the trees we're saving! Units for kindergarten through grade 3 are available now at ThinkEarth.org. Each unit includes lessons, videos, stories, and activities that teach students about human impact on the environment and empower them to conserve natural resources, reduce waste, and minimise pollution. Units for grades 4-8 are in development, and Think Earth Environmental Surveys to help lighten our footprint on this planet will soon be available for both homes and schools.
I find it both satisfying and amazing that here we are in 2016, 28 years after our first meeting, still going strong, still reaching millions of kids. WM&R focuses on a range of subjects in the world of solid waste management, mostly in the science and engineering realms. But even the best scientifically based solutions are useless without the support of local, regional and national decision-makers who typically respond to the needs and wishes of the populations they serve. The opportunities to implement improvements in waste management are greatly enhanced when citizens, most of who are not technically grounded, are well-informed. We invite researchers and other journal readers to share with us how you are doing in this arena, and to submit to WM&R articles that describe your works and experiences regarding public education and information programmes.
